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NEW. HAMPSHIRE: 


PORTSMOVTH, PRINTED BY ROPERT CERRIEY 
MyPCC)LERAIN, 


State of New-Hamp/hire: 


In THE HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES, 
a ' April 15, 1784. 


VOTE D, That the Rev. Mr. SAMUEL. 


“°MECLINTOCK,’ of Greenland, be and he 
hereby is appointed and requefted to prepare and 
preach a Sermon at Concord, before | the General- 
Affembly, on Thurfday the third day of “une next, 

© Sent up for concurrence, — a 
Joun Duptey, Speaker. 


In COUNCIL, the fame day read and concurred, 


E. Txompson, , Sec’. 
Copy examined, by E. Tuompson, Sec”, 


State of New-Hampfhire. 
In THe HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES, 
ih ae ee Vr See 
¥7 OTE D, That Col. Toppan, Mr. Prcxer- 
rina, and Col. Payne, with fuch of the Hon. 
Senate as they fhalt join, be a committee to wait 
upon the Rev. Mr.M‘Cuintock, and prefent him 
with the thanks of the General-Court,..for~his per- 
formance ; and requeft of him a copy of the Dif- 
colrfe delivered this day, in order to have it printed, 
Sent up for concurrence, 
'.” Gro, ATKrNson, Speaker. 


- InSENATE, Yune 4,1784.  _ 
READ and concurred, and Mr. Lancpon, 
#% and Mr. Dow, joined. a 
Leen E. Tuompson, Sec’. 

Copy examined, by E, Tuompson, Sec’, 
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a, =< ER. M O N, 
(era r se 
BEFORE THE 


M 


HONORABLE COUNCIL, &, 


Honored and refpectable Audience, 


St is with diffidence I appear in this 
place, on the prefent great occa- 
‘e i e ai =2 fion, before fuch an Affembly.--- 
~ommite Nothing, befides the refpeé&t Lowe to 
a oan oreme Depiaty é Of this State, could fo far 
have overcome the fenfe of my own infufficiency, 
' as to induce me to comply with their invitation. 
Your candor will make. a favourable allowance for 
the imperfe@tions which your difcernment wilt per- 
ceive, while, I attempt to offer fome obfervations 
fuitable to the occafion, from 


JEREMIAH 
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“JE REMIA H xvi", 7--- 10%, ' 


ayia. 


‘At what infant I foall-fpeak concerning a natiomy 
and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to 
« pull down and to deftroy it : If nbat nation againft 
~ whom I have. pronounced, turn from their evil, E 
will repent of che evil that T thought to do unta 
them. And at what inflant I fhall fpeak concern- 
ing @ nation gnd concerning @ kingdom, to build 
and to plant it : If it do evil in my fight, that it 
sbey mot. my voice, then I will repent of the good: 
‘apberewith I faid I would benefit them. 


HE being and providence of GOD are the 

great principles of religion, which’ as they 
are conformable to the light of nature and reafon, 
have obtained..the general confent ef mankind 
in all ages. It is not more evident from the vi- 
‘ fible works, of creation=thatetheresis-a God, who 
made all thefe things, than it is from the courfe of 
events ia this world that they are under.the direc- 
tion and government of a. wife, good, holy and 
powerful providence. By this natural conviétion 
of the fuperintendence of the Deity over the affairs 
Of ee world, the pagan nations were led to coafult 

their 


be 


- Re 


CF t. 


& Gods, ahd’feek to thern for dife@ton'and affifs 
-Yance, when they were engaging in affairs ‘of great 


’ and public concernment, and to offer to them pilb- 


lic thanks when their enterprizes were fuccefsful. 
And do they feck te them that are no Gods? fhall 


~ not_a people then who are enlightened with the 


beams of divifie revelation, In which the charaGter 
and perfeétions of the true God, the necelfaty depen- 
dence of all creatures on him, and the government 
of his providence over all events, are fo clearly taught, 


x acknowledge him in alk their ways, if they would | 


expect that he will dire&t their paths ? How be- 


_ corning is it that we fhould render unto him in a 


public manner, the moft devout afcriptions of praife 
for the great things he hath done for us, in deliver- 
ing us from the cruel hand of oppreffion, and the 


impending miferies of abject Iervitude, crowning our 


siduoat aber in defence of the rights of human 
efs, in the acknowledg- 
ment t of our “Independence and Sovereignty, and 
giving us the fingular advantage of framing a Con- 
ftitution of Government for ourfelves and our pofte- 
rity ? Ifwe fhould negle@ to render due praife to 
him on fuch a great occafion, the heathen would 
rife up in judgment and condemn us for our impiety — 


_ Sind ingratitude : For, though they were ignorant of 


the 


f § ] 

the ue God, and by reafon of. this. their natuéal 
blindnefs, became vain in their imaginations, and 
changed his glory into. the likenefs of corruptible 
man, and of four-footed beafts, and. creeping 
things 3 and in confequence thereof, pradticed a mul- 

titude of idle faperftitious ceremonies, {fuitable 
ot indeed to the charaéter of their Gods---+- 
. I fay, tho’ theic worthip was falfe and erroneous, 
yet it was founded in aright principle---a conviction 
of a fupreme power upon whom they were depen- 
dent, and who theyebelieved. governs and direéts all 
human affairs---a principle fo deeply imprinted if 
their hearts, that the habits of vice were aot able 
~ wholly to efface the impreffion. 


To men whofe practice fays there is no God--. 


who view the events of time merely -as_ effects of - 


natural caufes, of blind chance, or fatal neceflity ; 


and in the pride of reafon, conceit that their own . 


‘wi(dom. is {ufficient,to. manage, the~affairs of  ftates 
and empires, religion muft appear an idle fuper- 
-Rition ; but to thofe who are. convinced of the 
important truth taught in the words | now read, the 
foveteign dominion of God over the nations of the 
earth, and the neceflary dependence of all things 
on a him, nothing _ can Ct more rational than to. 
i ee eek 


[9 } 


feek to him’ an whom they depend, and in whofe 
hand is ‘the ‘difpofal of their circumftances, for 
direétion in all their undertakings ; more efpecially 
in affairs of public and national concernment, fuch 
as the prefent occafion, when.a conftitution of 
government is to take place, which in its operati- 
on may effentially effect-the intereft and happi- 
nefs of prefent and future generations. 


Tue Jewith nation, in confequence of renoun- 
cing their dependance on God, difregarded the 
threatnings of thofe defolating judgments which 
were coming upon them, and confiding in their 
numbers, their wifdom, the ftrength of their walls 
and the fandtity of their temple, fet at defiance the 
attempt of the king of Affyria ; but their hopes were 


“vain. They were ripe for ruin. God had deter- 


mined to punifh them for their fins by delivering 
them into-the hands of that monarch, to fuffer the 


miferies of a long captivity in in Babylon ; 3 and no hu- 


_ man wifdom or might could fraftrate his defign. He 


had fent his prophet to them with repeated meflages, 
to warn them of their danger,andcaution themagainft © 
trufting i in the vain words and affurances of the falfe 
prophets ; butthey refufed to obey his voice, and 
—* in their own ways. In oppofition to their 
KB Yain 


— 
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vain- confidence, God teaches them in the context 
his fovereign power over them, to exalt or abafe 
them, by a fignificant emblem---the power of the 
potter over the clay to make one veffel to honor, and 
another to difhonor. O houfe of Ifrael, cannot I do 
with you as this potter ? faith the Lord: Behold, 
as the clay is in the potter’s hand, fo are ye in my 
hand, O houfe.of Ifrael. The text contains a far- 
ther explication of this inftruétiveemblem. When 
God’ is fpoken ofin this and other fcriptures as re- 
. penting of the good or evil he thought to do to a’ 
people, upon a change in their character, it is not to 
be. -underftood in the fame fenfe as repentance in 
creatures,’ which always implies forrew for. what 
they haye done, and a change in their thoughts and 
purpofes. In thisfenfe, God cannot repent. It is 
inconfiftent with the perfection, of his nature. He ~ 
{peaks of himfelf in thefe words, after the manner 
of mens “And the meaning is, that he changes and 
varies the conduct of his providence toward nations, 
according to their moral chara¢ter.. “When he 
threatens to pluck up and deftroy a finful nation, if 
they turn from their evil ways, he wilkavert the 
threatned deftruction 3 and on the other hand,when 
he intimates, by events of providence, his intention 
to build and plant a nation or kingdom, if they for: 
fake 


fm J 
- fake the paths of virtue, and do-evil, he will with=- 
draw from them the tokens of his. favor, ‘and with- 
hold the bleffings he was ready to beftow. © Thisis 
entirely confiftent with the plan of the divine govern- 
ment, and - rr a of the infinite 
a aN ae : 
© Two things are principally taught in the text--- 
“I. Trat Gop exercifes a fovereign dominion 
8 ever the nations and kingdoms of this world, 
28 _ and determines their rife, — ae 
= and. eww: 


IK. Twat bis fovereign power is invariably 

8 << diretted by perfe and infinite reFitude ; in 

age phicking up and deftroying, and in-building 

and plenting them, be treats them according 
sees 1 —_ sei =! ors Sect 


GOD is an abfolute fovercig. ‘He prefides 
with an uncontrouled fway | over all the nations of 
this earth, and orders all the events, changes and 
revolutions by which they are either exalted to 
power and dignity, or brought to difhonor and ruin; 
By a turn of the wheel of providence, he can form 
a people into a refpectable and happy, or a miean 
das and 


[ 1 ] 
and.contemptible nation ; more eafily than the pot- 
ter, of the Kime lump, can make one vefiel to honor 
and another to difhonor, 


_Aererasre to which, his fovereign power is 
exprefied by the prophet Ifaiah, in this beautiful 
language----All nations, before God, are as the drop 
of the bucket, or the {mall duft of the ballance, as 
eafily plucked up or deftroyed, or built and planted, 
as.the former is wiped by a touch of the finger ; or 
the other blown away with a breath of air. That 
fovereign word which gave exiftence to all things . 
at firft, continually fupports their being, and gives 
efficacy to all the fecondary caufes of the growth and 
profperity, or the decline and ruin of nations and 
empires, When he fpeaks and intimates his de- 
fign by favorable events of providence, to plant and 
build up a nation, things are fo ordered that there is a 
concurrence of caufes to promote this end. Their 
public counfels are: directed by wifdom, «and their 
enterprizes crowned with fuccefs ; they are prof- - 
pered in their agriculture, commerce, manufaCures, 
and all their undertakings---happy. i in their union at 
home, and refpectable among their’ neighbours, for 
their wifflom, virtue, and magnanimity. And when, 
on the contrary, he determines to deftroy an impe-< 

nitent 


Be ne 
nitent nation for their fins, no human wifdom, couns 
_felor might, can prevail to fruftrate the execution 
of his threatnings ; but they are fo infatuated, that 
even the methods they take to fupport their tottering 
ftate, ferve to precipitate their ruin. Thus he in- 
creafeth the nations and deftroyeth them ; he en- 


largeth the nations and ftraitneth them. 


Tuts fovereign power of God over the nations of 
the earth, was manifefted ina convincing manner, in 
his difpenfations toward that favorite people whom 
he chofe for himfelf, to preferve the true religion 
amidft the falfe worfhip and fuperftitions that reign- 
ed in the world, and to bea figure of the nations of 
the redeemed. His: almighty hand was fignally 
difplayed toward them in a feries of unufaal and 
miraculous events ; in delivering them from the 
houfe of their bondage, preferving them in the wil- 


dernefs for the {pace of forty years, giving them pof- 


_ _ feffion of, and planting them in the land of Canaan, 


oftentimes bringing them low for their iniquity, and 
then upon their repentance, delivering them from the 
hand of their.enemies,and reftoring them to their for- 
mer profperity, by means altogether inadequate to 
fuch effects, and which afforded the cleareft evidence. 
ef the interpofition of divine.providence, The Al- 
mighty 


[ 4] 
mighty arm was = — in — en 
toward them. ” Hest cs tiie ana i eos 


But’ seahe common sadantend of his ee 
over the nations of the earth, God brings to pafs his 
defigns by means and inftruments, and as it were, 
conceals himfelf, in his immediate operations, behind 
the fcene of nature ; fo that we are apt te overlook 
the power that adtuates all the parts of the fyftem, 
and to afcribe effects to their immediate caufes,which 
in reality are nothing more than effects of the firft 
caufe, and produce rheir effeéts by his continual in- 
fuence on them. What is called the courfe of na- 
ture is only the continual operation of God on this 
vifible fyftem of things, producing the events we be- 
hold in a uniform manner, according tocertain laws 
which he hath ‘eftablithed ; fo that thefe common 
and ordinary events by which nations are bleffed or 
chaftifed, are in reality as much effeéts of his power 
as miraclés are ; and to this,we are conftantly taught 
in the facred pages to afcribe them. And even rea- 
fon would lead us to the fame Conclufion ; for what 
power is there in nature equalto fuch effects ? 
What but an almighty hand could have kept this 
fyftem of nature, thefe amazing bodies of matter, 
the fun, moonsand ftars, revolving in their appointed 

courfes 
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 ourfes through fo many thoufands of years, with the 
moft exact order and regularity and without the leaft 
interference of their fpheres ? and to what but this 
an we afcribe numberle(s events to which their vi- 
 fible and immediate caufes are inadequate, or which 
come to. pals contrary to all rational grounds of pro- 
bability 2@In a human view, the voluntary actions of 
free agents, and the events which depend on them, 
feem to be wholly in their own power ; yet we are 
taught that the hearts of men are in the hands of 
God, their thoughts, counfels and defigns are fo en- 
tirely under his controul, that they are often led by a 
fecret influence on their minds to purfue a courfe of 
conduct quite different from that which they had 
chofen.. A man’s heart devifeth his way, but the 
Lord directeth his fteps.. Even the proudeft and 
mightieft of mortals who are raifed above all human 
reftraints, and feem to have it in their power to aét 
as they pleafe, are as much under his controul as the 
horfe we govern by the bit and bridle, or the fith in 
whofe mouth the hook is faftened, is under our com= 
mand. _I, faith God, {peaking of the proud King of 
Aflyria; who. boafted of his irrefiftable power, I will 
put my hook in thy nofe and my bridle in thy lips, 
and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou, 
cameft, “There was nothing in the wars and vidto; 
ries 


a 
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ties of Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrus, but what feerned 
to be the effeéts of natural caufes. They were 
prompted: by 2 luft of power and a love of vain glory, 
and feemed to gain their victorit by fuperior fill 
and numbers, but at the fame time they were iaftru- 
ments in-the hand of God, to accomplith the defigns 
of his providence ; the former to punith the nations, 
and in ‘particular his own people, for their wick- 
edaefs, and the latter to deliver them from their long 
| — and reftore them to their own land. 


Tuus the frase fcripture leads our views up to 
God as the firft caufe, the fountain of all life, power, 
and motion, andthe author of all the events and re- 
yolutions which take place in'the nations and empires 
of this world. Ite is God who does. all thefe things _ 
by the itifuence of his providence, whatever means 
_ and inftruments may be employed in their accom- 

: ea : 


Tas: sie Saleen oublininni in this land af- 
fords a ftriking proof of the truth we are confider-. 
_ ing. The divine hand hath been fo fignally dif- 
played in the events and-occurrences which have 
led to it, that thofe who are not convinced of the 
government of providence over the. affairs-of nations 
by 


me ayse 
by what has pafied before them in ‘thefe late years} 


“would not have been perfuaded if they had been eyes 
witnefles of the mighty works which God wrought - 


in ‘the midft of his peculiar people. For though @ the 


events were not ftriétly miraculous, yet they were ; 
: truly marvellous, and fo circumftanced, that they 
‘never ean’ be rationally accounted for without admit- m 


Ying the interpofition of providence, The greater the 
difproportion between the means and the effect, the 
more evident is the divine power: And furely there 


has feldom, in any cafe, been a greater difproportion 


- between the means and event, than in the prefent. 
éne. Hardly any people were ever lefs prepared to ~ 


? 


enter the lifts with {uch a great and powerful nation 
War was not our obje@ or wifh: on the contrary; 
we deprecated it as a dreadful calamity, and continu 


‘ed to hope, even againft hope, that the gentler me 


thods of petitioning and remonftrating might obtain 


“2 tedrefs of grievances, The war, on our part; was 


not a war of ambition, but a juftifiable felf-defence 


| againft the claims of an arbitrary power, which was 


attempting to wreft from us the privileges we had all 


long enjoyed, and to fubject us to a ftate of abject 


fervitude, In this light it was viewed by the nations 

ef Europe, and even by fome of the moft illuftrious 

characters in both houfes of the Britith parliament, 
Cc wha 


wh, in their public fpeeches, have juftified our re- 
fiftance, and acquitted us from the a af the blood 
that has bese 
scat afd te had been treated with repeated 
infults and injuries---after, our dutiful petitions had 
been rejected with contempr--- after the Britifh ad- 
miniftration had held up the high claim of authority 
to make laws, binding us in all cafes wharfoever ; 


x the plain language of which was, we have authority 


and power to do with you as we pleafe ; and if you 
will not quietly fubmit, and deliver up your earnings 
to {upport us in our luxury and extravagance, and be 
‘hewers of wood and drawers of water for us, we will 


lay wafte your country with fire and {word, and de> 


Rtroy you from under heayen ~——~ Jt was after the 
iword had been drawn, and blood fhed on the plains 
of Lexington, and on the fatat Bunker-hill, fo that 
no alternative remained, but either abfolute f{ubmiffion 
or Open refiftances——It was, I fay, after all this, 
that the reprefentatives of the people in Congrefs 
chofe the latter, declared for Independence, and, rely- 
ing on the juftice of their caufe, and the aid ofthe 
Almighty, refolved to fupport it by force of'arms. 
At that time our conteft with “Britain ap- 
peared, from a confideration of the difference between 
their 


“yt 
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Be 
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their circumftances and our’s, as unequal, as that bes 
tween the ftripling David and the giant of Gath ; and 


- the improbability of our {uccefs as great,as that he with 
_ a fling and ftone fhould overcome that proud and 
mighty enemy, cloathed with armour from head to 

_ foot, 


ese cane eee Re 


RE 


a oe vere men of war from their youth: 


They had regular troops, ufed to fervice, who had 


fignalized their valour on the plains of Minden, and 


the heights of Abraham, commanded by able, expe~ 
rienced generals, amply furnifhed with all the terri- | 


ble apparatus of death and deftruétion, and aided by 


mercenary troops, who had been bred to arms, and 


_ were verfed in all the ftratagems of war---add to this, 
_ they had a navy that ruled the ocean, and regular 


refources to fupply their demands---on the other 
hand, \ we were re inexperienced in he art of war, and — 


vifion and ‘ammunition, nor-fo'much as one fhip. of 
war to oppofe to their formidable fleets, nor any re- 
gular refources, nor even fo much as the certain prof- 
pect of any foreign aid---befides, all the civil govern- 
ments were diffolved, and the people reduced back 
to a ftate of nature, and in danger of falling into | 
anarchy and confufion.—— ood rom this comparative 
view, 
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view of their ftrength and our weaknefs, to what can 
our faccefs be afcribed but to that omnipotent hand 
which direéted the ftone from the fling ? The feve- 
ral fteps which led to this great event, cannot be 
rationally accounted for from any other caufe. 
Among thefe the general union of the people 
throughout thefe ftates is not the leaft remarkable. 


THAT people fo widely feperated fas one ano- 
ther by their. fituation, HANDEL A, cuftoms, and forms 
‘of government, fhould all at once be willing to facri- 
fice their private interefts to the public good, and 
unite like a band of brothers, to make the caufe of 

one ftate, and even of one town, a common caufe ; 
: and that they fhould continue firm and united amidft 
: the greateft difcouragements. and the moft trying 
severfes of fortune. 


TuaT an army of freemen, voluntarily af- 
fermbling.at.the alarm of danger---men who had 
been nurtured in the bofom of liberty, and un- 
ufed to flavifh reftraints, fhould be willing to 
fabmit to the feverity of military government, 
for the fafety of their country, and patiently 
endure hardfhips that would have overcome 
the fortitude of. veterans, following their illuf: 

m= trious 


Car) 

- trious leader in the depths of winter, through cold 
_ and fnow, in nakednefs and perils, when every ftep 
they took was marked with the blood that iffued 
from their fwoln feet, and when they could not be 
animated to fuch patience and perfeverance by any 
| ‘mercenary motives, was a rare {peétacle, and for its 
| folution muft > traced toa higher fource than mere 
natural caufes---in a word, the hand of providence 
evidently appeared in the various incidents and fecon- 
dary caufes which concurred to fecure to us fuccefs 


In raifing up, at the beginning of the conteft a 
group of noble patriots to counteract the political - 
manceuvres of the Britith adminiftration, and expofe 

_ to view their dark defigns to enflave this country, 

and who with peculiar ftrength of argument and 
power of perfuafion, fo ably defended the caufe of 
their country, as to engage the attention and appro-= 
bation of alt Europe, and: gain immortal honor to 
themfelves--in oes ‘on the flage a great military 
character, the American Fabius, to take the command 

” of our armies, endowed with thofe qualities whieh in. 
a pecaliar manner fitted him for fuch acommand, at 
fuch a time and in fuch cizcum ftances---in overruling 
things, fo that the very inftruments of war which had 
ee prepared for our deftruction, fhould fall into,out 

hands~ 
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hands when they were moft wanted, and be turned | 
againft the enemy in our own defence---in difpofin g 
the heart of the illuftrious Monarch of France to aid 
and affitt us in our virtuous ftruggle---in fending di- 
vifions into ‘the councils of the enemy, difconcerting 
their meafures, and difcovering their fecree plans, at 
the critical moment, by a concurrence of incidents 
which no human wifdom could have forefeen--in 
the repeated fignal inftances of fuccefs, particularly 
the capture of two of the beft armies of the enemy, 
in which we had a convincing demontftration . that 
the race is not to the fwift, nor the battle to the 
ftrong ; but that the victory was of the Lord ; and 
finally, in difpofing the enemy to acknowledge our 
Independence and Sovereignty, and to withdraw their 
fleets and armies. 


By this revolution, we are not only delivered 
from the calamities of a long, expenfive and bloody 
war, but may now fit quietly under our own vine and 
fig-tree, without any to make us afraid,and every man 
is left at full liberty to purfue the means of opulence 
and happinefs, without the danger of being deprived 
of the fruits of his induftry by the hand of rapine 
and violence, which is ever the cafe of thofe who are 
sither the fubjects of arbitrary power or expofed to 

the 


- 
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Pues ravages of war. By this revolution, the rights 


and privileges of men in a ftate of civil fociety, are 
fecured to us ; and we have the precious opportunity, 
which few nations have evet enjoyed, to take up 
government on its firft principles, and to chufe that 


form which we judge beft adapted to our fituation, 


and moft: promotive ‘of our public interefts and hap- 


- pinefs. 


-America feems like a young heir, arrived 
to mature age, who, being freed from the reftraints 


of tutors and governors, takes the management of his 


eftateifité his own hands, and makes fuch laws for 
the regulation of his domeftic affairs, as he judges 


_ will be moft conducive to eftablith peace, order and 


happinefs in his family. 


‘Tue form now to take place, though the beft 
that could be obtained, where fo many were to be 
confulted, no doubt has its defects, which time and 
experience ‘will difcover better than any {peculations; 


_and for the amendment of which, exprefs provifion 


_ is made in the conftitution itfelf--its excellencies are 


_ apparent, and juftly entitle its worthy framers to the 


honorable appellation of fathers of their country. 


* Were it necefiary, I might thew with what precifion 


the rights belonging to men in a ftate of fociety are 


Sefined in the Declaration of Rights, and the life, 


liberty 


7 


Rberty “and property of the fabjed guarded with 4° 


jealous care againft opprefive power--how | the facred 
rights of confcie e are fecured from human impofi- 
tions, and equ: al berty allowed to all denominaticns 


of profeffing chriftians, and equal proteétion promi- 
fed to them fo long as they demean themfelves good 


fubjects, by which the many héaded spon ier, per- 
fecution, is excluded from our ftate. In 
how the feveral powers of government : ate nicely 
adjufted, fo as to have a mutual check on each other, 
and defpotic power guarded againft by keeping the 
legiflative, judicial and executive powers, diftiné and 


seperate, an eflential arrangement in a free govern~ 


ment ; and how the impartial execution of the laws 
is - ‘provided for by the independent fituation of the 
jadges ; but it is needlefs to be particular mick fach - 


an affembly. 


Hart the aufpicious day that fees our ineftimable 
privileges eftablifhed on fuch a foundation ! * . It 
affords a peculiar fatisfaction, on this occafion, to find 

s ta heer the 


® What refpects his Excellency Prefident WE ARE, was 
omitted in the delivery of the Sermon, his Excellency 
being abjent. It is mow inferted in the publication, as 
a fmall tribute of gratitude to one, who Ras = fa 
avell of the publica” = 


, 
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| the tian chofen ‘to fill the chiait of government, wha 


at the beginning of the late conteft efpoufed the caufé 


_ of his injured country, who nobly facrificed his do= 


meftic eafe and. private intereft to the public good ; 


and with unthaken firmnefs and refolution perfeve- 


ted in his virtuous efforts till fuccefs has realized his 
. hopes. | His cle@tionto the office of chief magiftrate 
by the free fuffrages of the people, ‘as itis a demon- 
ftration of their fenfe of fuperior merit, confers a 
much greater honor than that of an hereditary crawn 
_ t--may the Almighty take his Excellency under his 
“holy prote€tion--may he ftill prefide with wifdom 
and dignity in-his exalted ftation, and after Serpe 
the deferved approbation of his country for merito- 
rious fervices, be raifed to itimortal honors in the 
kingdom of God: It heightens the joy of the 


_ day to. fee the other important branches of govern- 


ment , iow? with fuch a number of refpeétable | 
characters... 4 the. honorable the. Senate and 
Hanis. ‘of Pye ee be direéted by” fupreme 
wifdom to. fuch, meafures as will moft effectually 
promote the beft interefts of their conftituents, and 
particularly i in the choice of the moft fuitable per- 
fons t fil the vacant feats of government. It is 
to be ‘prefumed. out of fuch a number of chofen men; 
there can be. no difficulty in making a right choice. 
) Ea Harry, 
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Harpy people ! if: you have wifdom. and virtue 
to improve the advantages. now prefented. to you, 
under a free government and the adminiftration of 
wife and, faithful | rulers, you may go on. for ages to 
come increafing ir in your numbers and. improvements, 
fo as to became the greateft and moft powerful em- 
pire that ever rofe on the face of thisearth. ‘There 
will be no occafion to make war upon your neigh- 
bours, to enlarge your boundaries, and. it will ever be 
contrary, as we are fituated, to the principles of true 


Raney: 


- Tuar  vaft extetit of territory comprehended 
within the limits of the United States, fituated under 
every climate, is capable of containing a countlefs 
number of inhabitants, and the rich foil, which wants 
only the hand of induftry to fubdue and cultivate it, 
of producing all the neceffaries and comforts of life 
in the greateft abundance for their fupport. If the 
people in thefe States double their numbers every 
twenty-five years, fuppofing them’ to be threé mil- 
lions at prefent, according to this calculation, a cen- 
tury hence, they will be increafed to forty-eight mil- 
lions, even without the acceffion’ of any foreigners. 

Imagination already anticipates with pleafing wonder 
the future Prof perity and grandeur of theferifing répub- 


Vicia 
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lics+—————It fees the wildernefs changedinto’ fruitful 
field, and the defert bloffoming as the rofe 3 popu- 
lous towns and cities rifing to view. in thofe vaft 
tracts of uncultivated foil, which hitherto have been 
the aang of beats, af prey and favage men—— 
inpaininitien harbours weer “every, —— while our 
ftore- houfes are crowded with the various produc- 
tions of our OWne==——=Jt fees fcience flourifhing 
under the refrefhing’ thade of the tree of liberty, and 
the encouragement of a wife and patriotic governs 
ment; and Locks and Newtons making new difcoves 
ries in the laws of nature, and the latent powers’ of 
the human mind, rifing to a’ degree of perfection 
hitherto unknown ; and, which’ is the moft joyful 
partiofithe fcene, it fees the Benevolent religion of 
the divine Saviour extended’ far and wide, and chrif 
tian churches. planted where fatan’s feat now is. 


ie SE cite vie jon 3 Saoi-igs : t 
' How charming the profpect ! But i it is to ary cone 
fidered, that its being realized, depends on the prace 
tice of that righteoufnefs which alone exalteth. a nae 


tion ;- for, - : 


- Ir is laid down in the text, as the rule of the 
divine government ovef the nations of the earth, to 
deal 
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deal with them according ‘to their moral charaéter, 
Tho’ God is am abfolute, ” ‘yet he is a holy and righ- 
teous fovereign. Such is the perfe@tion“of his na- 
ture, that he never can do any thing but what is fit 
and right. That the righteous fhould> be'as the 
wicked, that be*far from-him. ’ Perfeé juftice is the 
invariable rule of his government over’ the nations” 
‘As to individuals, al things come alike to all, and 
there is one evént to the righteous and to the wicked 
in this’prefent world ; the recompence of their do- 
ings is referved for‘a future ftate;-in° which every 
one fhall receive according to the*deeds-done in the 
body : But with regard 'to nations, God hath always 
made. ‘a diftinétion between the righteous and the 
wicked, "and in’ plucking’ up and deftroying, of build- 
ing up and planting them, has ‘ever treated them 
according to the rule of juftice laid’ down in the text 
This. would appear: with abundant evidence: froma 
review ofthe hiftory not only of the Jewifh nation, 
but Sof? all other’ nations that ‘ever have exifted. 
When Godscommiffioned his people to exterminate 

the nations of Canaan, it wasibecaufe'they had filled 
up the meafure of their iniquity, and it was the-cry- 
ing fins of Sodom and Gomorrah, that brought down 

upon thém the exemplary vengeance of Heaven.*-- 


While virtue was the character of the citizens of 
Rome ; i 


Sale 
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Rome ; while they practifed temperance ‘and: “fo- 
briety, juftice and honefty, and maintained’ a: rever= 
ence of the laws and a facred regard to:their-promifes 
and treaties, they were profperous and happy, ‘and 
from {mall beginnings rofe to be a mighty people. 
‘They were not more revered for their valor than for 
their wifdom and ‘virtue, . but as.foon as: venality and 
corruption crept in among them. their decline; w: 
rapid... After the conqueft of Afia, the: luxuries of 
thereaft‘eritered Rome. in. triumph, and the vices of 
the conquered {oon effected that which their arms 
gould not do-+-it produced an entice change in the 
public. tafte -and manners, . fo that.a. people who 
had been celebrated. for: their virtue and cou- 
rage, ‘became. effeminate. and - luxurious,and: fold 
their. bicth-right for a,mefs of. pottage ; and even 
the Roman. fenate, which had refembled an affem- 
bly of gods, became. dupes to the tyrant, and the 
mere echo of his arbitrary. edicts... It was the wif- 
dom of their laws and the virtue of their citizens, 
that raifed the free States of Greece to fach impor= 
tarice, and made them fuperior to the whole force : 
of Afia, and it was their departure from that virtues 
and falling into the contrary vices, that proved their 
ruin... In a word, the hiftory of alt nations and ages,', 
fhews that public virtue makes a people great and | 
‘ happy, 


{el 
happy, vice contemptible and miferable.. This is 
the conftitution, of ;God---the immutable law of his 
kingdom, founded in the infinite, perfection of. his 
nature, fo that unlefs. God fhould change, that is, 
ceale to be God, we cannot be a happy, unlefs. we 
area. virtaous people. In abfolute governments; 
the principle of honor may in fome meafure fupply 
” the place of virtue; and there may be the thew of 
public happinefs and grandeur, while the people are 
really:in a ftate of flavery ; but as virtue is the bafis. 
of republics, their exiftence depends upon-it, and the 
morfient”that-the people in general lofe their virtue; 
atid’ become venal and corrupt, they ceafe to’ be free. 
This thews’ of what importance it is to preférve 
poblic virtue under! fuch a'conititution’ a out’s, and 
how much it becomesall who have’any regard to the 
pood of theit country) atid of pofterityjand’ who with 
the (cenes. of future happinefs and grandeur, which 
prefent tlenifelves to: the immagination, may be rea: 
lized: to do: every thing in their power; to° promote 
that virtte-upen which this depends. -This is more 
efpecially the dityof ruler3,cas the!end for which . 
they.iare: cloathed: with power is; that ‘that ‘power 
“thay: be: employed: for the-good of} the'people-4-ta- 
~ proteét: their’ lives and intérelts+4-to»make wife and 
falutary: laws, for the regulation of their :public af. 
«© | fairs, 
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fairs; to adminifter juftice with impartiality, and to 
promote thofe virtuous {entiments and difpofitions 
among the people, which are the fureft foundation, 
of their true happinefs and glory, The benevolent 
defign. of the inftitution of civil government, the du- 
ty of rulers, and the benefits to be expected from 
their.adminiftration, are reprefented in Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dream, under the beautiful and fignificant: 
emblem of a tree, whofe top reached to Heaven, 
and its branches to the ends of the earth, and 
afforded both food and proteétion to the beafts 
of the field; and the fowls of the air. «Can there, 
as one-fays, be a more juft and inftru@ive idea of 
favereign power ? whofe true grandeur and folid 
glory, does not confift in that fplendor, pomp, and — 
magnificence which furrounds it; nor in that reve- 
rence and exterior homage which are paid to it by 
fubjects ; but in the real fervices and folid advantages 
it procures to nations ; whofe fupport, defence, fe- 
curity and afylum it forms, both from its nature and 
inftitution, at the fame time it is ‘the fruitful fource 
of - terreftial. bleffings of every kind ; efpecially to 
the poor and weak, who ought to find beneath its 
fhade and ‘protection, a fweet peace and tranquility 
not to be interrupted, or difturbed; whilft rulers f= 
crifice their cafe, and experience alone thofe ftorms 
and tempefts from which they thelter all others.” 
RuLeERs, 
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Rourers, by the very defign of theif iafitus 
tion, are minifters of God for good to the peo+ 
ple; and their fituation gives them a peculiar ad- 
vantage to’ promote this benevolent defign. They 
are/placed om high, like a city fet upon a hill: The 
people look up to them) as their fathers, guides and 
guardians, and confide in: their'wifdom to devife | 
the beft means to alleviate their burdens, to pro- 
mote their interefts, and perpetuate their happinets ; 
and-when: their authority is exercifed with juftice 
and moderation,their example has a leading Influence 
in forming the public tafte and manners: They are. 
the head of the political body, which moves, ani« 
mates and guides. the members in their motions. 
From all thefe confiderations, people have a right to 
expect that their rulers, to whom they have delega- 
ted their authority for this. exprefs purpofe, will do 
all in their power to promote their interefts and hap- 
pinefs. Before I conclude, I will, take the li« 
beriy briefly to mention fome things which it -is in 
a more efpecial manner the duty-of ;rulers to :pro- 
mote, as the fureft, means of eftablithing their,own 
authority on a firm bafis, lengthening the public 
tranquility,and realizing thofe future {cenes of felici- 
ty and grandeur, the profpect of which lies before us. 


os 


tes 

~ a". As religion has'a manifett tein to pro- 
frote hd temporal as well as eternal interefts ‘of: 
mankind, ‘it is the duty. of rulers to give all that - 
countenance and jupport to religion that is confiftent 
with liberty of confciencé. And it is perfe@lly con= 
fiftent with that libertyand equal prote@ion whichare 
fecured to all denominations of chriftians, by our. 
excellent conftitution, for rulers in the exercife of 
their authority to punith profane fwearing, blafphe- 
my, and open contempt of the inftitutions of religion, 
which have a fatal influence on the interefts of fo-= 
ciety, and for which no man, in the exercife of reas 
fon, can plead confcience ; and by their example, to 
encourage the practice of thofe things which all 
denominations allow.to be -effential ‘in teligion. 
Even on the fuppofition that the chriftian religion 
Were, as its.enemies. would infinuate; a cunningly 
devifed fable, yet as its genius and. precepts are fo 
friendly to. civil government 5.as.it contains:a fyftem 
of the moft pure and fublime morality, and enjoins 
on its profeflors in the moft’exprefs mannér, and-by 
the moft powerful fanctions, {ubjection to'the -pow-= 
ers that/are ordained of God,’ it would be found po- 
licy incrulérs:to:give all -poffible:countenance-and en- 
couragement’ to « this » religion’ ass the’ means. of 
—w their own-hands ; and to treat it with 
E negleé 
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negle& and contempt; and teach the people by 
their own example to do folikewife,would be under> 
mining their own authority ; cutting off the branch 
on which they themfelves ftand ; for when men 
have caft off the fear of God, it is a natural confe- 
quence, that neither will they regard man. ‘The 
religion of Chrift, where it has its proper influence 
on the hearts and lives of men, will not fail to make 
the’ beft rulers and the beft fubje@ts.: It is unnecef- 
fary to enlarge before rulers, one requifite qualifica- 
tion in whom is, that they are of the proteftant re- 
ligion : They will furely npc 1d ‘and promt 
their own sais. 


ai, e Howtien’ tnuch men may differ in their 
religious fentiments, all, even the vicious themf{elves, 
are agreed. in condemning vice, and approving of 
virtue ; and-univerfal experience fhews that the cer- 
tain tendency of the former is to bring ruin upon a 
people, and of the latter to makethem great and 
happy. It may then juftly-be expected from thofe 
who are the fathers and, the guardians of the people, 
and who according to the defign of their inftitution, 
are to be.a terror to evil doers, and a praifé:tothem 
that do well, that they wilkdo every: thing) in: their 
power, both by their authority-and example;tolencou- 

rage 
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rage and promote the practice of thofe public vittues 


‘among the people, induftry, economy, frugality, 
obedience to the laws, a reverence of folemn oaths. 


( the bond. of civil fociety and fecurity of life and 
property ) public fpirit.and love of their coun- 
try, with.which ,our..profperity and happinefs 
are clofely. conneéted : and that they will difcounte- 
nance and fupprefs, by all poffible ways and | means, 
the oppofite. vices, luxury, diffipation, extravagance, 
gaming, idlenefs and intemperance, which lead to 
certain ruin, and have already made fuch an alarming 
progrefs as, forebodes that this new empire. will not 
be of long duration; at leaft in its prefent form, unlefs 
they are reftrained by fome effectual expedients. 
They are the difeafes of the political body, which 
ptey upon. its very vitals, and: by certain, tho’ infen- 
fible degrees, bring on its diffolution.---They call for 
{peedy and efficacious remedies, 
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In abfolute governments, where the power is 
lodged in the hands of one, or a few, the conftitu- 
tion may be maintained, tho’ the people are grofsly 
ignorant,and corrupt, becaufe they have no concern 
in the affairs of government. They are governed 
by brutal force, and are mere machines which move 
only as they are maoyed by an exterior power * but 

ip 
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in free governments, ‘where all fuppliescoriginate: 
with the people, and. the authority delegated by- 
them to their rulers, is reyocable at their pleafure, it 
is effential to exiftence and to the public welfare, 
- that people fhould be virtuous, and: entertain juft 
ideas of the relation and mutual obligations between: 
them and their rulers, and the common intereft they- 
have in the good of their country.---It is of great 
importance they fhould be fenfible that their coun- 
try is not the land where they were born, or the foil 
they pofiefs, but the great body of the people of 
which they are members, and the laws and‘ confti« 
-tetion under which they live---that the people are 
their people---the laws their laws, which they have 
confented t6 be govern’d by, and the rulers their 
rulers, to whom they have folemnly promifed obe- 
dience and fubdje@tion, in the exercife of lawful au- 
thority; and that asin the natural, foin the political 
body, its profperity and happinefs depend on the 
wifdom of the head, the foundnefs of the vitals, and 
the adtivity and regular exercife of the members. in 
their (everat places---fuch fentiments generally diffu- 
fed among a people, will engage them to obey from 
@ principle of duty, and will make them ready and 
chearful in contributing their fupport © to:mea- 
{ures calculated to promote’ the: public’ good---. 
= they 
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they will prefer the welfare of their country to their: 
chief joy. ~ It was this principle of public {pirit and! 
Jove of their country, which was cultivated with’ a: 
religious care, from their eaflieft age, in the citizens: 
of Sparta, Athens and Rome, that produced fuch’ 
aftonithing efforts of heroic’ virtue. ---This leads: me 
to. add, 2S DEB Mie CON sais teil 3 
3°. Tue education of youth i in ufeful nein 
and the principles of virtue, being effential to the 
prefervation of a free government, and the pute 
welfare, thould be a main object of every wife go. 
vernment. The faculties of the human mind, in 
every wife ftate, are like precious metab in the ore, 
which muft’ be’refined and polithéd bythe hand‘of 
education to: make them ufeful. Knowledge is not 
only neceflary in rulers to qualify them: to fill public 
pofts with dignity and reputation ; but alfo in the 
people to make; them good ft fubjects. A wile and 
knowing people will think it no lefs their. interet 
than duty to fupport government and yield obedi- 
ence to the-laws ; whereas the: ignorant: being .go- 
verned:wholly by their paffions, are. dangerous fub- 
jects of any government, efpecially a free one.; They 
are mere machines, and ever liable to be excited by 
an artful defigning demagogue, to fuch aéts of vios — 
lence 
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lence and outrage, as have fometimes brought the 
public to the brink of ruin, . Witnefs the frequent 
revolutions in the Ottoman government, where 
fometimes a. Sultan. is depofed and ftrangled by a 
fudden. infurreétion, while the Grand Seignior fits 
trembling in his palace. It would then render a 
moft effential fervice to the public, and be a happy 
mean of fecuring to diftant pofterity the bleffings of 
that free and wife government we are placed under, 
if rulers would take effectual meafures for the inftruc- 
tion of the rifing generation in ufeful knowledge--~ 
7 will rife up and call them bleffed. 


_ Bupfurely I.need; not dwell on this fubject before 
fach. -an affembly, as all wife men are fenfidle of the 
advantages of knowledge. The worthy framers of 
our conftitution have expreffed their, fenfe .of it, 
when they fay, that ‘‘ Knowledge and learning ge- 
nerally diffufed through a community are effential 
* ake: piepabs aici a free tprvchiennae-s-ane 
fegillasore: oe ieepitirinanoal in all iouiie periods of 
this government, to cherifh the: intereft of literature 
and ‘the® fciences, and sé pomenie sei public 
tinge ag eee 2 ages 
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4.) Ep is of the lat importance to the honor 
of a nation, to maintain the public eredit and the 
faith of folemn treaties inviolate. The credit of # 
nation as well as of individuals, depends on their’ 
punctuality in fulfilling their engagements. What 
but this enabled Britain, under fuch an enormous 
load of national debt, to raife fupplies to ety on the 
Tate expenfive war? No other nation, ‘nor ‘even 
their own citizens, will truft a people in therr exi- 
gencies, who have often violated their promifes, and 
defrauded their creditors. Public credit is of a des 
licate nature, eafily deftroyed, but with difficulty 
retrieved. Nothing fixes a deeper and more lafting 
mark of infamy on a nation than their breach of pub- 
fic faith. It was this made Carthage a by-word 
among their neighbours, fo that Carthaginian faith 
became a term of reproach to fignify a faithlefs perfi- 
dious people. It is devoutly to be withed that we © 
may be faved from that infamy, by a punctual ful- 
filment of the promifes of the public to individuals, 
and a facred adherence to the faith of treaties and 
the articles of confederation, that‘our enemies may _ 
be difappointed of their hopes from our inteftine di- 
vifions, and convinced that'weihave virtue to preferve, 
and wifdom to-improve, the ineftimable. bleffings 
we Se a by our valour..——At the fame 
; time 
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time: thatthe honor and credit of a nation depend 

on their preferving the public faith inviolate ; it is 
~ to be remembered that treaties and alliances between 
nations, being founded on their mutual interefts, are 
like a rope of fand, eafily broken ; and we are not 
to expect they will be regarded any longer than it is 
for the intereft of the contracting powers to obferve 
them : We muft therefore; under providence, de- 
pend for defence againft foreign invafion, and the 
fecurity of our liberty and privileges, onthe wifdom 
and firmnefs of our councils, the public virtue of ci+ 
tizens, the good order of our finances, and a well dif- 
ciplined militia. 

_ Ir. rulers. and people would unite in their endea- 
yors to, promote the things that have been mentioned, 
it would infallibly fecure the future happinefs and 
glory of this.new empire. 


"Far Almighty Ruler of nations and kingdoms 
fets before us this day, life and death; bleffing and 
eurfing, and leaves it to ourfelves which we 
will. chufe. Altho’ true religion, the religion of 
the heast;: confifting in faith and love unfeigned, 
and a real conformity to.the divine character, is ne+ 
eeiaps in all-who. on good grounds would hope for 
eternal 
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Srna life ; ; yet thofe who are. biz ae aitute” of 
this religion, have it in their power to pradtice, on 
natural principles, that virtue, which according to the- 
conftitution. of the divine government over nations; 
will enfure their pee ate silat “nd Aas 


Erk we are ciobeaient ad 4 t 
right, we have the higheft affurance that our “tran- 
quility fhall be lengthened, and the increafe of our 

; happinefs and glory. like the light of the morning ; ; 
but if we do evil and fall into the vices and ‘corrup- 
tions that have ever brought ruin on other nations, 
we may afluredly expect that “We thal mect with 
their doom. Our fituation, and the conftitution of. 
our governmént makes this warning peculiarly 


fieceffary: 


Youna. States, 7 young men in “the vigor 
of life, by their ‘exertions attain to. oe lee 
and exorbitant wealth begets luxury, difipation, and 
thofe other vices which bring. on their ruin. _ _ Repub- 
lics, in their very conftitution, are fhorter lifed than | 
other governments : their foundation being laidin vir- 
tue, when the body of the people become corrupt, the 
enemy takes advantage whilethey are lull’dinto a fatal 
fleep onthe foft lapof pleafirre, to bind them with the 

E cords 
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cords of abfolute power ; fo that when they awake, 
Tike Sampfon, too late, they find themfelves deptived 
of thet in which their ftrength lay. This was for- 
merly the fate of the Rofnan commonwealth, and ig 
at prefent the cafe of Venice and the United Nether- 
lands. All empires have had their period, and with- 
out doubt our’s, like them, wilkalfo be loft in the 
lapfe of time. We would fain place that event at a 
diftant period. We cannot but hope that the Al- 
mighty has defigned America as the ftage on which 
he will make the moft illuftrious difplays of his 
power and glory----let us unite our endeavors for its . 
accomplifhment., Let vice in every form be dif- 
countenanced, that, as afhamed, it may hide its head, 
and genius, merit and virtue, be encouraged and re- 
warded. Let wifdom guide our public councils, and 
equity and moderation mark our public meafures. 
Let us guard againft a {pirit of difcord, the bane of 
fociety ; and laying afide thefe perfonat prejudices 
which have arifen from the oppofition of fentiments 
and interefts in the late conteft, endeavor to cultivate 
peace and to ftrengthen the union among alt the 
members of the State, that our moderation may be 
knownto al] men. Let us with a confcientious care’ 
preferve the [pirit of the conftitution, and guard 
_— whatever would be an infraction o of the fo- 

ees ~ cial 
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cial compact between the rulers and the people. 
It would be a glaring inconfiftency, after people 
have chofen a form of government, and delegated 
authority to rulers to exercife the feveral powers of 
that government, to form combinations within the 
State in gppofition to their own laws and govern- 
ment. It would be pulling down with one hand 
what they build up with the other, and fetting up a 
government within a government, the greateft ab- 
furdity in politics, While on the one hand we 
reject the dogtrine of paflive obedience and non- 
refiftance, and with a jealous eye watch the mo- 
tions of thofg in power ; let us on the other hand, 
equally guard againft a fpirit of faction, that from 
felfifh motives would overtur: the foundations of 
government, and throw all things into confufion. 


Tue citizens of a free State fhould learn to think , 
on a large feale. This would guard them againft 
the defigns of the felfifh and interefted. They 
fhould rife above that contracted fpirit which centers 
all the views and purfuits of men in their own private 
feperate intereft, or that of the little circle with 
which they are immediately connected. They 
fhou!d confider themfelves as members one of ano- 

ther, and the particular State to which they belong, 
: 2 
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a member of the great national body, compofed of © 


theUnitedStates,and upon this principle, tudy to pro- 
motethe general good sf the whole; i in which alfo their 
nefs are involved. “Tnftead of 


own fafety. andh 

ening ne) Id do every thing i in 1 their pow- 
er et to'ftrengthen | the hands of rulers, and to fopporg 
them i in the exercife of lawful guthonty: 


GoyERNMENT i is necefiary, and muft be fapport- 
ed ; and i it ought | to be a humiliating confideration 
that the’ necefli ity - and expences of this divine inftitu- 
tion, is founded in the corruption and vices of hu- 
man nature ; for if. mankind were in a fate of rec 
titude there wild be ho need ‘of the ‘fandtions, of 
human ‘laws to reftrain t them from vice or to oblige 
them | to do what i is right. They would be detered 
from the former by a fenfe of its deformity, and led 
to practice the latter. by 2 a view of its intrinfic beauty: 
But in the prefent difordered fate of our nature there 
would be no fafety of life or property without the 
proteétion of law. A fate of nature would be a 
fiate of continua! ‘wart and carnage, The weak 
would be devoured by the Rrong, and every affront _ 
avenged with the death of the offender. Even 
pnder ie beft cae iment we fee the human paf- 

i fions 


(° 
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oc fions often break through alk the reftraints of Jawi in > 


Pee 


adts of violence and outrage ! which fhews what. 
reafon we have to be thankful to God for that -excel= 
Jent Conttitution we live under, and. how incumbent. 
it is on every one who i is.a Triend to the order, peace, 


and happiriefs of fociety,. or. who evED: tegards the. 


fafety of his own life and PEPPER S30 po th “and 


maintain it, ese rie es 


To ee is matter of folid. confolation 
and exalted joy to the friends of God and. religion, 
amidtt the darknefs and imperfe@tion of this prefent. 
ftate, that all human events are under. the direction 
ofan infinitely wife, good, holy and powerful provi-_ 
dence, and are fabfervient to the peculiar kingdom 
of the Mediator, and uniformly working together 
to bring it to that ftate. of perfe@tion and glory for 
which it is defigned, It is delightful to obferve,: 
how alt things from the beginning. c of time, in. the © 
four great monarchies that rofe in facceffion, that . 
of the Babylonians, that of the Medes and Perfians, 
that of the Macedonians, and that of the, Romans,» 
were difpofed by divine providence to prepare the.» 
way for the coming of theMediator,and the introduc-... 
tion of his kingdom 3 and how the Kings and 
rulers of the earth in thofe ae Pres, in which, 


her 


oy 
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they were actuated by pride and vain - glory, 
were only inftsaments in his hand to accomplif 
the ape i Ais ‘holy word relpedting his 


* 


ace: 


came it into eit hick The defign of God in all: 
his difpenfations and in all events that have come to. 

pafs in every age, has been to ferve the intereft of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. And this, doubtlefs, is 

his defign in the prefent revolution. [It may be ta 

prepare the way for the accomplithment of glorious 
things fpoken of Zion in the latter days which re- 
main yet to be accomplifhed. All power inHeaven 
and on earth is given to Chrift as mediator for the 
church ; and is invaribly exercifed by him to promote 
her intereft. 


Ler Zionrejoice that her King reigneth and is go- 
vernor among the nations, and fovereign of univer- 
fal nature; fo that no weapon formed againft her 
fhalt profper, but all the defigns and attempts of her 
malicious foes fhall be over-ruled to promote her in- 
tereft, happinefs and glory. This ftone which was 
cut out of the mountain without hands, has already 
fmote the feet of the image in Daniel's vifion, which 
reprefented the four monarchies before-mentioned? 

and broken them in pieces; and this ftone fhall finally 
: become 


Sane ‘bedbme a great mountain and fill the whole earth; 


_ 


: ‘when all the glory and magnificence of earthly king- 


-doms fhall vanith away as the illufions of a dream 
when one awaketh. May we be built by faith on 
this tried precious corner ftone which God hath laid 
in Zion for a foundation, and be found diligent and 

hful i in the duties of our feverat ftations, that fo 


_ through his mercy and the merits of the great Re-. 
deemer we may be approved when we fhalk appear 


before him in judgment, and be finally admitted to 
the joys and glories of that kingdom that cannot be 
moved, in which peace and righteoufnefS reign 
forever, AMEN. 


** ee 
© eeeaee & 


“> 


= 


ERRATA—Page 11, line 10 and 11, read, declenfien and 
duration—p. 37, 1, 13, read, their natural Rate, 
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